[ I | government". government", and the unanswerable nature
jUdICIO the arm Of a Secret The fact that a "secret government" can stilbf the secret government, reveals the
be active in our society means that there isnportance and the serious nature of one of
still a big gap between the behavior of outhe goals of the Second Khordad Movement
overn ment government and a modern government. (Ofo make the entire governmental apparatus
course, the existence of a secret governmeahswerable [to the people]. If we did not
alongside the open government has bedmave such difficulties in our country, there
Tehran Goonagoon in Persian 13 Jul 00 the characteristics of a "modern®n€ Of the negative characteristics of thevould have been no need for the Second
Goonagoon, No 4 government". Here we put forward only onestructure of government in contemporaryKhordad Movement with its aim of making
[Hamid Reza Jala'ipur: A secret governargument, namely that in a moderniran. Thisis why it has been said that duringhe government answerable to come into be-
ment: What is the significance of changinggovernment, the judiciary implementsthe past one hundred years Iran has beeng. (In the modern society whose main

"street violence” to "legal punishment'?] government sovereignty (or punishment) irpUfféring from the “crisis of a modern characteristic is the "transparency"” of
an "impersonal® manner. government"). relationships, it is in the collective interest

After the end of the [Iran-Iraq] war, one of The fact that a "small clique” inside the T'his is due to the fact that, as we pointed out, af all those who are in some way involved
the methods used by the [government] opjudiciary gets together and analyzes themall but powerful and irresponsible group carin the secret government to try to act within
ponents to block reforms was to supporsituation according to its own ideas and*X®'C!S€ Powgr't alondgstldtteththe _of.f|::|alfthe (iotr)ltext of the 8|pen gé)vernlj[nentt. They
violence-seeking individuals or cabals thatvhims, and decides that the government angPVeMment, and it can distort tn€ principie oimust be answerabie and must not Swim
attacked bookshops, cinemas, lectures aritie system are endangered, and then ma r%e sole power of a modern govemment’.  against the tide, because if they continue to
legal gatherings in the name of supportingise of legal means, sends some people {3'€ existence of this "government within ado so one day they will be very tired).
Islam, the revolution and the blood of thejail and closes down the newspapers, suc
martyrs. These violent acts reached a levddehavior is not an "impersonal” behavi
that at times they resulted in the killing ofAn "impersonal” judicial behavior woul

those who had different views or themean that the process of makingr.}tonfeSSionS on Conservative conspiracy

assassination of reformist figures. complaint, and passing judgement on al ondon Al-Sharq al-Awsat in Arabic 16 Jun Sharq al-Awsat and the circles close to President
Nevertheless, it seems that apparently afténdividuals, groups and organizationsd9 P 2 Khatami accusing these circles of leaking

the attack on the university dormitory, andwould not be subjected to the wishes of aH:€POrt by Ali Nuri Zadeh on Confessions sensitive information involving government se-
especially after the assassination attempt andividual or a small group. ertaining to the Anti-Khatami crets to the Al-Sharg al-Awsat. .
the life of [Sa'id] Hajjarian, the pressureUnder the circumstances when a group dgonspiracy by the Conservatives | Resalat also published interviews with men

groups are not as active in the streets as th@gople can complain more easily tha FBIS Translated Text] It is not important referred to in Ibrahimi's confes|sion_s, such as
were in the past. However, instead of streatthers, and when the judges deal with t eiwhether the newspaper you read in TehraAskar Awladi, Badametsian, Mar'ashi, Bahoner,

violence, we are seeing the use of legatomplaints faster and better than with ot efhese days is a reformist or conservativand others. The interviews included attacks on

power by a small number of people insidecomplaints, all these indicate a personal€Wspaper, liberal or extremist. What isthe reformists and accused them of fabricating

the judiciary against the reformers. Forjudicial process. Under an impersona mportant is that all Iranian newspapers havéhe tape about Ibrahimi's confessions and leaking
instance, 19 newspapers and weeklies witfudicial process, everyone -- even| @€COme an instrument of propaganda for th to the Al-Sharq al-Awsat. Resalat newspaper
a circulation of more than one million weremurderer and a criminal - will be allowed A-Sharq al-Awsat. Whatever the Al-Sharq al-requested that the government open investigation
banned at a blow. Second Khordad activio demand his or her rights, and the judicia wsat publishes about Iran quickly finds itsby the judiciary to determine the "traitors” who
ists are being arrested one after another, avill also be answerable. However. aiPlace on the front pages of the Iranian newsleaked government secrets to the Al-Sharq al-
are awaiting arrest. In the case of theresent, the situation is quite different. FoP@P€rs, not in Tehran only, but also inAwsat.

investigation of the attack on the universityinstance, for more than two months aboul@shhad, Asfahan, Shiraz, Zaghban and othébrahimi disappeared after he had learned that
dormitory, after a whole year, it is still not 2,000 staff of the newspapers that have beéplies where local newspapers are publishetiis confessions were published by the Al-Sharg
clear who was responsible for that "crime” closed down -- and not the murderers| -& ongside the major national newspapers. al-Awsat. It has been learned that he was given

and most of the accused have been fouritave lost their jobs. More than one million-@St Week, the Al-Sharg al-Awsat publishedguarantees by the judiciary authorities and the
not guilty. people have been denied their basic righthe confessions of Amir Firshad Ibrahimi, onesecurity service that he would not be pursued.

Therefore, if we accept that the violencewhich is to read the newspaper of theiOf the leaders of the "Ansar Hizbollah" Nevertheless, a group of security service men
seeking street rioters and those who suppochoice. However, the judiciary does not2f9anization and leader of the Islamic Unionstormed his hideout last weekend and arrested
them have been brought under control (oprovide any answers to these complaint<f Hizbollah Students in the Middle East. Thehim after midnight.

course there is still no guarantee that thesgherefore, it cannot be claimed that thes&2nféssions included serious informationAccording to the Tehran sources of the Al-Sharg

groups will not be reactivated again), andudicial measures and punishments are th%bou'[ the role of Ali Akbar Hashemi al-Awsat, Ibrahim was expecting his arrest

if we accept that from now on all thesigns of the strengthening of the afsanjani, head of the Expediencysooner or later. Ibrahimi managed through one

measures [against the reformers] will becharacteristics of a "modern governme t"Discernment Council and former presidentof the activists of the student movementin Iran,

taken by the judiciary, in that case what willn a modern government, the process o the creation and funding of the Ansarwho recently left Iran, to send an extensive file

be the significance of this change of tacticgovernment activities and behavior is a two izballah organization at the beginning of itscontaining confirmed documents and papers
from “street violence” to "legal way process, nota one-way traffic activities. The confessions also revealed theupporting his confessions concerning the
punishments" (or in the words of Max Now, if we cannot attribute such "measuresé€ollaboration of conservative religious andrelations between former Intelligence Minister
Weber legal or state violence)? to a modern government, to whatPolitical figures against the regime of Ali Fallahian-Kuzestani, his deputy Saeed Imami

Investigating this question is the aim of thisorganization can they be attributed? ThesBresident Mohammed Khatami and hisand Mustafa Bur Mohammedi on the one hand,
article. activities can be attributed to anpProgram toreformthe regime and to promotend conservative anti-Khatami, anti-reformist
It could be said that changing "street vio-organization called "secret governmen «liberties. According to the confessions, secretlerics, such as Ahmad Janti, Misbah Yezdi and
lence” to "legal punishments” is a sign ofThe term secret government can be appliePans have been formulated to end the role dflohammed Yezdi, on the other. According to
the strengthening of the role of "modernto a section of the government whos hatami and to stop the democratic procesthe confessions, these two parties cooperated to

government” in Iran. One of the behavior is one-sided (dictatorial), that [is°ON€ day after these confessions were publishdithance and encourage Hizbollah to carry out acts
i 1 y the Al-Sharqg al-Awsat. of disturbances and to foment public disorder

characteristics of a modern government isot responsive and that hides itself behin : . ; .

that the government must be the onlythe official government (in this case behind! N€ independent news agency of the studentiuring the student meetings. The file also
legitimate organization for exercising the judiciary), and carries out its activities!" Tehran [ISNA] carried a translation from contained documents revealing the secrets and
power (or legal violence) in the society, andunder that cover. In other words, secfef €rsian of the confessions made by Ibrahimcircumstances of the political assassinations that
that no individual or group will be entitled government implies the activities of la Meanwhile, the reformist newspaper Bayarclaimed the lives of a number of the most
to directly exercise power (or violence)."small group"” that "takes action” on t epublished the ISNA report along with excerptsprominent writers and intellectuals, including the

Therefore, under the present circumstancesasis of its own analysis and its own whi gof the report published by the Al-Sharq al-attempt on the life of former Interior Minister

when it has been decided to deal with théy making use of government means angdWwsat. The conservative newspapers that argbdollah Nur and Dr. Saeed Hajarian, counsel
newspapers and reformist activists and teools. close to the leaders of the anti-Khatami ando President Khatami and member of the

put them in their place through the judiciary,Of course, in the current literature of thedNti-reformist front viewed the report Municipal Council of the city of Tehran.

which is one of the pillars of the governmentSecond Khordad reformers, such groups|a ﬁblished by the Al-Sharq al-Awsat from aAli Zade1[1,hthe Chieff of tg‘? Judiciary Dgpart-

(in its more general meaning), there is naescribed as "power Mafia" or "extremistd!fferent perspective. . ment at Tehran, confirmed in a news conference
room left for complaint or anxiety, becauseright”, but these two terms are not Verylbrah|m disclosed in his confession the rolethat Ibrahimi had been arrested. He said that he
these actions have been taken by accurate. The term "power Mafia" is notP!ayed by Hoseyn Sheykholeslamhad listened to the video tape which includes
government organization, and not by streeaccurate because it indicates the dictatoriapari‘atmadari, manager of Kayhanhis confessions. He explained that since lbrahimi
gangs. In other words, these actionsecret and one-sided activities of a s affewspaper in the operations and activitiesiccuses in the video tape some figures and circles

represent the implementation of governgroup of people who have no access tgarried out against President Khatami and hisf conspiring against the government, he has

i i i i ; airSupporters. Shari'atmadari accused the Alerdered a thorough and delicate investigation of
ment rule that is being exercised througtgovernmental facilities, but receive their harq al-Awsat that it has become a base dhe matter. He asserted that if the claims by

the judiciary. Therefore, these measuresupport from economic and social netwo ksha ’ -
represent the exercise of legal power, nobutside government circles. Also the te pnti-revolutionary propaganda and anlbrahimi were proven to be true, then the matter

illegal violence. "extremist right" is not very accurate instrument seeking to undermine the sacrediould be looked into officially and the
As a critique of the above view, it shouldbecause although these groups act in| djinciples of the Velayat e-Fagih. defendants would be tried. He said this, of
be said that the fact that "street violencefrresponsible manner, they do not enjpy/Prahimi said in his confessions that Askarcourse, would entail that Ibrahimi also be re-
has been stopped for the time being fogovernmental support either. They normallyWiadi was the chief editor, manager and mairferred to court for trial. . :
whatever reason is a positive developmenact as the foot soldiers of some powe rfinancier of the newspaper Resalat. Askar is thgDescription of Source: Influential Saudi-owned
However, the way that the judiciary is seeking groups that do not believe in th ader of the anti-Khatami Islamic Mu'talafah London daily providing independent coverage
dealing with the newspapers and the reformeules and principles of civil society. Conse-S0ciety. The society is part of the group ofof Arab and international issues; editorials reflect
ist activists is not the sign of strengtheningquently, it would be more accurate oconspirators against President Khatami. Resalaffficial Saudi views on foreign policy]
attribute recent events to a "small secret®Wspaper launched a strong attack on the Al-
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